
Inaugural Australasian ASREC conference 
 

March 23-24 2023 
Monash Business School, Caulfield (Melbourne) 

Building H, floor 9 
 
Presenter in bold 
Presenters are given 20 mins uninterrupted presentation time, followed by 10 mins discussion. 
Please upload your slides to the provided computer in the break before your session. 
Note that there is a room change in the middle of day 1. 
 

Thursday, March 23 
 
8:30-9:00am Coffee and pastries  
 
 
9:00-11:00am: Room 9.21 
 
9:00-9:15am Introductions: Jeanet Sinding Bentzen and Sascha O. Becker 
 
9:15-9:50am “It Makes a Village: Allomaternal Care and Prosociality” 
Alessandra Cassar (University of San Francisco), Alejandrina Cristia (Sorbonne University), Pauline A 
Grosjean (UNSW Sydney), Sarah Walker (UNSW Sydney) 
 
9:50-10:25am “Nation-building and mass migration: Evidence from Mandatory Palestine”  
Laura Panza (Melbourne University), Yanos Zylberberg (University of Bristol) 
 
10:25-11:00am “Gender and Third-Party Responses to Transgressions”  
Lata Gangadharan (Monash University), Tarun Jain (Indian Institute of Management), Pushkar Maitra 
(Monash University) 
 
 
11:00-11:30am Coffee break 
 
 
11:30-12:40: Room 9.21 
 
11:30-12:05pm “Paddy and Prejudice: Evidence on the Agricultural Origins of Prejudice from 
China and 12 other Asian Societies”  
An Huang (Monash University), Paulo Santos (Monash University), Russell Smyth (Monash University) 
 
12:05-12:40pm “On the Transmission of Guilt Aversion and the Evolution of Trust”  
Sebastiano Della Lena (Monash University), Elena Manzoni (Università degli studi di Bergamo), 
Fabrizio Panebianco (Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore) 
 
 
12:40-2:00pm Lunch  



 
 
 
2:00-3:10pm: Room 9.14 
 
2:00-2:35pm “Astrology and Matrimony: Social Reinforcement of Religious Beliefs on Marriage 
Matching in Vietnam”  
Edoardo Ciscato (KU Leuven), Quoc-Anh Do (Monash University), Kieu-Trang Nguyen (Northwestern 
University) 
 
2:35-3:10pm “Taming the People: Buddhism and Rebellion in Imperial China”  
Baomin Dong (Henan University), Yu Zhang (Shanghai University) 
 
 
3:10-3:40pm Coffee break 
 
 
3:40-5:25pm: Room 9.14 
 
3:40-4:15pm “Conquering Korea for Jesus: Protestant Missionaries, Local Churches, and 
Literacy in Colonial Korea” 
Sascha O. Becker (Monash University), Cheongyeon Won (Monash University) 
 
4:15-4:50pm “In the Name of God: Religiosity and the Emergence of Modern Science and 
Growth”  
Lars Harhoff Andersen (University of Copenhagen), Jeanet Sinding Bentzen (University of 
Copenhagen) 
 
4:50-5:10pm Discussion of future Australasia ASREC meetings 
 
 
6:00-9:00pm Dinner  
Place: Tazio, 91 Flinders Lane 



Friday, March 24  
 
8:30-9:00am Coffee and pastries  
 
9:00-10:45am: Room 9.21 
 
9:00-9:35am “Competing for Attention - The Effect of Talk Radio on Elections and Political 
Polarization in the US”  
Ashani Amarasinghe (Sydney University) and Paul Raschky (Monash U) 
 
9:35-10:10am “Religiosity and Crime: Evidence from Pope Francis’s Visit to Philadelphia”  
David Johnston (Monash University), Umair Khalil (Monash University), and Wang-Sheng Lee 
(Monash University) 
 
10:10-10:45am “Religious Media, Conversion and its Socio-Economic Consequences: The Rise 
of Pentecostals in Brazil” 
Giulia Buccione (Brown University), Marcela Mello (Brown University) 
 
 
10:45-11:15am Coffee Break  
 
 
11:15-12:25pm: Room 9.21 
 
 
11:15-11:50am “Local Elites, Land Rents and Incentives for Development: Evidence from 
Village Chiefs in Indonesia” 
Gedeon J. Lim (University of Hong Kong) 
 
 
11:50-12:25pm “How Local Knowledge Fueled Colonial Expansion and Long-Run Economic 
Activity: Evidence from Australia” 
Aldo Elizalde (Queen’s University Belfast), Yiannis Ioannides (Tufts University), Sotiris Kampanelis 
(Cardiff University) 
 
 
12:25-1:30pm Lunch Break  
 
 
1:30-2:40pm: Room 9.21 
 
1:30-2:05pm “When Manhood is at Stake: Evidence from Emergency in India”  
Aditi Singh (University of British Columbia), Sarah Vincent (Aix-Marseille University) 
 
2:05-2:40pm “From the Death of God to the Rise of Hitler”  
Sascha O. Becker (Monash U and U Warwick), Hans-Joachim Voth (University of Zurich)  
 
2:40-3:00pm Coffee Break  
 
 
 



 
 
3:00-4:10pm: Room 9.21 
 
3:00-4:00pm: 

Keynote Address: “Patriarcapitalism” 
Pauline Grosjean (UNSW Sydney) 

 
4:00-4:10pm Concluding comments  
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